
 
 
          

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     
 
 

PULASKI BANK EXPANDS SMALL BUSINESS LENDING TEAM 
 
November 25, 2014 - As part of its ongoing focus in Community Banking, Pulaski Bank is 
pleased to announce today that it will be expanding its Small Business Lending platform within 
its Commercial Lending Division. This continued expansion will allow the Bank to assist a wider 
variety of business owners in securing financing for growth. To compliment the expansion, the 
bank announced the addition of Jimmie Howlett as Vice President, Community Lending and 
Jerry Smith, Vice President, Community Lending.  Howlett and Smith will be responsible for 
developing and growing Pulaski's small business banking efforts and will report to Ted Kraizer, 
Senior Vice President, Community Lending Division.   
 
“The expansion of our small business lending team further strengthens our ability to meet the 
needs of the community,” said Brian Bjorkman, President of Commercial Lending at Pulaski 
Bank. “The additional team resources will greatly benefit our ability to assist a diverse market of 
small business clients.”   
 
Howlett’s areas of specialty include healthcare, manufacturing, transportation, and commercial 
real estate.  Howlett has over 8 years of banking and commercial lending experience.  Prior to joining 
Pulaski Bank, he served as Assistant Vice President at UMB Bank.  Howlett is actively involved in the RBC 
Young Professionals Network-Leadership 100, St. Louis Sports Commission, Insight St. Louis, Habitat for 
Humanity, and Junior Achievement. 
 
Howlett received his degree in Business Administration and Marketing from Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville and resides in Hazelwood, Missouri. 
 
Smith will be specializing in small business banking and SBA lending, primarily helping small 
local businesses grow and become more successful.  Smith has over 5 years of banking 
experience.  Prior to joining Pulaski Bank, he served as Financial Center Manager at both First 
Bank and Fifth Third Bank, where he specialized in business banking.  Smith is actively involved 
with the United Way, the Wounded Warrior Project, Folds of Honor, Irish American Business 
Association, and Big Shoulders Catholic Charities. 
 
Smith received a BS in Communications from Sonoma State University in California and resides 
in Kirkwood, Missouri. 
 
 
 
 

 



About Pulaski Bank: 
Pulaski Financial Corp., operating in its 92nd year through its subsidiary, Pulaski Bank, offers a 
full line of quality retail and commercial banking products through 13 full-service branch offices 
in the St. Louis metropolitan area. The Bank also offers mortgage loan products through loan 
production offices in the St. Louis, Kansas City, Chicago and Denver metropolitan areas, mid-
Missouri, southwestern Missouri, eastern Kansas, Omaha, Nebraska and Council Bluffs, Iowa. 
The Company’s website can be accessed at www.pulaskibank.com. 
 
For Additional Information Contact:   
Cheri Bliefernich 
Executive Vice President  
(314) 579-5110 
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